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         Boston 11. July 1809.

  Sir.

I recollect with much pleasure our passage together as fellow

travelers from New York, with the late Commodore Preble- as a Citizen of this Union I am not

ignorant of the public services of your worthy father, nor of the heroic self devotion and glorious

death of your brother- Of your qualifications for the situation which your favour of the 8th: instn: mentions

would be agreeable to you, I have no doubt, and should have been happy to gratify your wish had it

been in my power – But my arrangements and engagements had been made before I received your

letter, which leaves me only to regret that I could not avail myself of your obliging offer to accompany

me – You may rely upon my discretion in avoiding to espose your application, which was certainly not

chargeable with presumption, and which would not have been unsuccessful could the most cordial wish

on my part to comply with it, have been equivalent to the power.

I am with much respect, Sir, your very humble & obedn: Servn:

John Quincy Adams

John Wadsworth Esqr Portland
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